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In Memoriam 

ISTVAN HALASZ 

l s tvan  Halasz d led  on August 18, 1988 a t  the  age o f  66 years. A 
na t l ve  o f  Hungary, he recelved h l s  educatlon w l th  a D r .  p h l l .  a t  t he  
Un lve rs l t y  o f  Szeged, I n  1949. 
o f  the  l n s t l t u t e  o f  Physlcal Chemlstry o f  t he  Technlcal Un lvers l ty ,  
Budapest, worklng w l th  Professor Geza Schay. I n  1954, he wrote a thes l s  
on " Inves t lga t lons  o f  t he  St ruc ture  o f  Cata lys ts  and Adsorbents by Vapor 
Adsorptlon." Durlng t h a t  same year, he became one o f  t he  f l r s t  members o f  
t he  newly formed Central  Research l n s t l t u t e  f o r  Chemlstry o f  t h e  Hungarlan 
Academy o f  Sclences where he served as Head o f  t h e  Department o f  Gas 
Adsorptlon and Catalysls.  
l n s t l t u t e  o f  Physlcal Chemlstry o f  t he  Johann-Wol fgang-bethe Un lvers l ty ,  
I n  Frankfurt/Maln. He recelved t h e  t l t l e  o f  Professor I n  1964. I n  

He spent the  next seven years on the  s t a f f  

I n  1957, he emlgrated t o  Germany, Jo ln lng  the  
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1970-71, he was v l s l t l n g  professor a t  Northeastern Un lve rs l t y  I n  Boston, 
Massachusetts, USA, and the  Un lve rs l t y  o f  Nlce I n  France. Slnce 1971, he 
had held the  cha l r  f o r  Applled Physlcal Chemlstry a t  t h e  Un lve rs l t y  o f  
Saarlandes, Saarbrucken, West Germany, u n t l l  h l s  re t l rement  two years ago. 

I n  the  l a t e  19501s through the  1960's, D r .  Halasz had been Involved I n  
the  development o f  open tubu la r  c a p l l l a r y  columns f o r  gas chromatography 
and I n  the  development of "brush-type" bonded phase packlngs. Dur lng t h e  
l a t e  196Ofs, he became Interested I n  I l q u l d  chromatography and became one 
o f  t h e  foundlng fa thers  o f  modern hlgh performance I l q u l d  chromatography. 
He was awarded, I n  1978, t he  Chromatography C o m m r a t l v e  Medal o f  t he  
U.S.S.R. Academy of  Sclences and, I n  1980, t he  M.S. Tswett Chromatography 
Award. 

H I S  f l n a l  lec tu re  was de l l vered  t o  a capacl ty audlence a t  HPLCI88 I n  
Washlngton, DC, Just two months before h l s  death. The world has l o s t  a 
s c l e n t l f l c  leader, a man o f  warm humor and, t o  many o f  us, a dear personal 
f r lend. 

Robert Welnberger 
December 1,  1988 
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